1THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE THE MONTANA MAGAZINE
COPIES CONCERNING THE WINTER CROSSING OF GLA-
CIER NATIONAL PARK AT AHERN PASS.
BY RICHARD LAYNE
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Mough Trip through
Paradise

Crossing Glacier, One Step at a Time
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o the editor, Beverly Magley, figure
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 Pass, wiicl is at the navth eid of the park, The pass
 once senved as a winter escape route for Joe Cosley, o
y i .l" River rarger wito galied notodely for poaching park
anintals in the early 19005,
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* “watched with my own
eyes as | wal.'r;r.:d.l.hm
climbed right smack into
the middle of hell. *Whae
are you dolng?" Dasked
alou,

The last time 1 had fele
this panic was in a temt
two=and=a-hall months
befare, in Febinuary. On my
seventh ancd feal nlght oot
in the Belly River acca of
Glacier Mational Fark, the
temperature unexpectedly
clrgapped o abeout 36 balow
zero, The weather forecast
failed to predict the frigld
temperateres, My one
waming wias when my
barameter went screeching

1 awoke the next moming.

B, [ was [n a seld-
induced pickle in which
there wis o meuniing
chance that [ was on my
way 1o my death, again,
Going foswand was the
clirection 1 was going jusl
s e hadd been for the

Teiese Pacess Tiee Adern s
crassivpy began af the Chicf
Afaroehain evitraeice in (rlacier
rlirtfacasl Coner. Sy wis o
corsbil Carping comipRanion,
eirer drvidie Laprde s fen




Last 10k plus days in this
wimterieed parks ©decicled
b pd ]y dligital Mikan
ouk and get some mone
shots. I today was to be
the day, then any piciunes
Itook were going to be
real valuable, Too bad 1
wonldn't be around to
enfoy the fruits of my
efforts,

The challenge
Fourteen months
carller [ had approached
a magazine editor about

doing a story with
- pictures on crossing the
Hob Marshall Wilderness

during the dead uﬁ-:mw-:
Her In:knimﬁltmtntm
2 blow to me. Icmﬁuﬂf
had thought she would e
impressed, But she was not
abone with mie She had put
a brlght and pretty smible
on her face and said that a
winter crossing of Glacier
Ntional Park would be
admirable, My insides

Bead fipped instantly,

LI eoanrse, shi added,
:'|:|!|:.-"IH‘:-|I:." wlhn .'|.I,I:4.'mpl:|:1c|
spch a feat would be taking
a huge risk. | stared at her
for a few maoments and
then responded. ©1°I lave
to 1hink alsoal Ehak ooe.”

I sl ke ot aof £k
Duilding 'Et‘]ll:lt: II:II.'L“:,"
rejected. It was crazy
to even glve a moment
af canslderation to a
winter crossing of Glacier
Natlonal Park. The park
has grizely bears and high
peaks. [n winter, tlere
would be tons of snow
and sub=zero emperalures
o gt arcund, [ had told
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* Iwas gu!lrrg"tﬂ consider
ANV winler crossover of 1he
park.

F_'n:{‘u.'pl; T izl thistk about
it. Through that spring
and then Into the summes
[ thowght about winter In
Glacker, Mo, [ didn't think
atsoal it in any seriousness,
When autumin finally hit
1'was still thimking about
it. Then e [est snow
Fiulf. With 1he s Came
aslight change in my
thucputs, 5o, wwhat abeut
a winter crossing? Could it
actually be done?

S it was that for the
next almaost ive months
that tlee erossing of Glacier
ecame my mission. And
it wain't long Isefore Alvern
wis thi absolute fotus,

It only took two trips wp
Belly River for me to got
podnted toward the pass,
Eveniusally, Ahern Pass
ook onnear mystical

b | p.mpl.‘:l'ﬂt‘!‘fﬂl e,

Mo way out but up

The fear and self-
leathing were nosy hitting
ma i waves, | had donge
it g, [was right on
the edge of getting myvself
killed. Reasonably, tlecee
wis no going lorward and
thicee was no going back.
Bait i e impodsille
position [was in, [was
going to fave todo
swomething.

Rescue was ridiculous,
I couldn't survive long
enoegh, Exposure would
hawve me dead days befose
others showed up. Besides,
hosw woubd they get
someone off & mountain
like thiis? Mo rmatter, |
hacl to keep going, The
idea of being rescued
from something | had
cleliberntely part mysell
into was unacoeptable,

Fut it goourred 1o me
that just because [ had
never been at that
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ateep of an angle did mot

man | was finkshed, Mavbe
[ was, Bt with only
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my experience 1o rely =

oar, | dickn't know for sune.
What | was certain aboud
was godng back down,
That was ever, There
would be no retracing my
atiep,

Forwand and upavand
wis my clirection,
My rulbes of conduct
had onoe again gotten
shimple. K that
mountainside a mistake
wids sorcthing [ possildy
pght net survive, 5o in

“desperation that woulsd

not be going away anytime
sooa, | started putting one
oot in front af fle ather,
Manctare the snowpack

with the ice axe, put the skl
pobe in Q1% lesser

posltion, make sure the
crampon was dug (n, step

g, amcl start over, O, Bivo,

three, Chine, T, Bl
Dimectly fo froot of me
I could nog see how high
necided 1o go before 1
winalil have a fesplic frem
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the terrible " T= o
angle of the clirmb. )
It was approaching
mmqjthlnﬁ akin 1o a clafl.
Coneld It be 75 degrees? 1
clicln't know, The hormor
and the not knewing how
far it would go and what
was on the other end was
incredible. [ wanted 1o go o«
10 oy familiar haunt of
raralysis in the worst £
way, Only [ knew to [
stop was to die fe ¢
WS BpOn e againg ¢
every move | mide
was taking me o
my doom, o
taking me to
anather day of Hie,
One, tw, three,. 1
Cine, tw, thirce. ".
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Thess Facess Tlee Relly River cmipon offonal Layone @ witd iy

af stevpraess aand i,

ferel ehasieel Tare Dpfone fndliciles fanpanes climifieyg fouite e do
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The ome misstep

An 1B fee above
Helen Lake, the strain
cEe b my rpecly im
different direction, The
angle was punishing my
rizht ankle ina big way,
| was Beginning 10 need 10
take hreaks just 1o rest e
and the other [oints on my
right slde, As 1 continued
o, my strength dwindling
despite the breaks, the
potential for making a
mistaki anly got higger
Finally, It happened.

I ane of thouwsancds
of steps eaken that day,
| I'lllill.‘ﬁ_l Iy CTAn PO
secaregl r|-.|§'.|lt foot faewand.
There was the ftual of &
small grind with the foot
before taking the welghi
aff my left foot. Tiredness
and complacency took
its toll. My gelp with the
right feot gave way. [ went
clevive,

The s%i pode lost its
grip in the snoswpack as |

headed suddenly down the 1 realized 1 was not even

montain with my eighty
|5-c::||.|1-.| |1:||.'1c. The Eall cnaded
qulckly, My pripean the
propeely installed boe wxe
wals strong with my heft
hamd. For amn instant, | was
gmt-l_'r'ul fiar the strength

I had from years of
resistance tralning ond the
fact 11t [ am beft-handed,
But it was also clear that
my right hansd would have
o corme into play real
qubck. Al that welglit was
fijppimg at my single grip
G the T ol the axe,

With my hieart in my
throat, and my mined
racing at what was golng
o lappen (1 cdidn't get a
huwrried second grip, my
right hand slashed through
open space, ski pole
hanging loosely on my.
wrist. There was a moment
of reliel and a tempoTary.
lull in the panic when my
right han jedned my lelt
in a grip on the axe.

In another moment,
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J@Jlﬂhf; Eﬂ:um the harshest day in the
! “ba:h:muntry 1 had ever had, Bt | was
~ doing a lot better. For starters | was now
Al very lnuiunud in gert[ng out of harm's way,
~ since 1 was still :..mre and all.
: fﬂ.-'u a'pprb::inu:ely? ase, [ started my fnal
- chimb. Ishot pictures as | climbed this “easy,”
 A0-plus-degree slope qisnm'-‘dﬂl'l
standing on the summit of Ahern Pass Forty-five
~ Exhausted ancl Fm:llng mibnutes later left me in shiock, 11s anticlimactic moment
= _'h Lntle dﬂmmd, [ ut up witk noded. The horeendous traverse of the Ahern mile
rﬁ].r ump‘l_hnt nvc'n]ng from the day Bfore had done that for me. Combined
Iesﬂ.hn.n A0 {eet from with the five ather brips stacting at the end uﬂanmr].',
'e' tnpni Ahern Pass, It thie maoment [enade it across e Continental
: 'I-'ml'l‘t J.hl: bxest place 1o Divide was just another mament.
' 5p¢nﬂ 1J1e night and [ kept [But evien mow, as [ write this,
]ml-:ing upwa:d a1 the e thirill of the phenomenal
m;lshl, plmud Intnjhal ! q:-nmh:h hanging eerily seenis of this park durlng
Teg, | conild relieve my fast  overhead. Deouldn'thelp  winter will not leave &8
weakening armunwg,h [t Sunmvhm: up there: my head, M
to o to work on a good a snowilake might be
placement of my left leg. getting ready to drop on

. -

It took less then two all the rest of the billions
minutes 1o get the rght of flakes already there. l'hli_,
beg semi-planted back inte snowlake was e
the snowpack. | slawly very impartant
tested ivancd decided o because [t was the
g aheal with placing one that coukd’

some welght on it, Tslowly  bring down
elrew my left leg wp the hundreds of 1ons TR i ZH| :
slope by maybe six inches  of bone breaking, body- e e L e S
arid went 1o owork on a smashing death to my T Vo ' "-'::‘5 2 J!
strogger placement. [n camp, [was in the meiddle Ty : '-‘:='-._
| another minute of 50, | of a bowl of death, Only i L A o
= - plaged most of my weight — these wasn't anything it BER A i £ 1 ; -;".’ ‘ﬂ'- B
"ﬁa_'ﬂﬂ.i m]bd pl:intln.g of e in me to do about . B . i T
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Abovis Affer crossing e pass, Layre Tevlad saneliaes!
fvarits Hhie Like MoDaralid irveir.

Lesr: Thee view frovr tiae fap of Afene Pais, wilile
corrRariiegg, wits articfinnale for Liare,

Ski Glacier National Park
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